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San Francisco-based artist, filmmaker and musician Clare E. Rojas spins allegorical tales in
intimate paintings, large-scale murals and installations. Deriving motifs from quilts, Russian
nesting dolls and Native American art, these works combine geometric patterns, personal
iconography and folkloric tableaux. They often depict powerful women in tune with the forces of
nature, set alongside a small cast of lowly male figures out of sync with earthly rhythms.

In Rojas’s recent Chicago show, this vision unfolded in almost 40 works, including discrete
paintings as well as others placed within installations—complete with painted backdrops and
decorative molding—suggestive of domestic interiors and private worlds. In the gouache-on-paper
Untitled (Girl with Phoenix), 2009, a woman stands in profile with a phoenix in her hand, while
both the sun and moon rise above her. A flowerlike orb replaces her head, and various star and leaf
shapes grace the work’s stark, shallow space.
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Themes of transcendence, conveyed by similar narrative and visual techniques, play out in other
works where women wield swords or become goddesses and angels—notably in a suite of 26 small
paintings (also gouache on paper) suspended from a horizontal row of wooden pegs. Here human
figures, rabbits and birds, blossoms and leaves work in tandem with geometric patterns, all
rendered in crisp lines and flat areas of intense color, for an effect that is richly graphic, recalling
Japanese woodblock prints and the contemporary miniatures of Shazia Sikander.

Larger works (gouache and acrylic on panel or board) reinforce the archetypal, communal nature of
Rojas’s women and the role of men as stoic outsiders. In Untitled (Ladies Bleeding to the Sky),
2009, three women with their hands joined and their heads thrown back offer up to heaven the
blood that spouts from their gaping mouths. In Untitled (Man Sitting) and Untitled (Man
Fighting/Man Sitting), both 2008, men either sit alone in empty interiors or occupy shared space
in total detachment. These mural-size works are also influenced by Bay Area street art, particularly
that of Barry McGee, with whom Rojas is often compared and has shown.

Gendered narratives give way to more sculptural explorations in an untitled installation employing
decorative elements found in the 2-D works. Bold geometric and floral emblems, made from
colored strips of wood attached to the wall, form the backdrop to a bookcase housing painted
portraits and a cascade of books seeming to explode from one shelf. The whole scene, rife with the
homespun esthetic that infuses all of Rojas’s work, highlights her subtle wit and keen flair for the
fantastic.

Photo: Luis Gispert: Rene, 2008, three-channel digital video, 16-minute loop; at MOCA, North
Miami.

Read More About:

clare-e--rojas | Kavi Gupta | susan-snodgrass

Art Toronto, Canada’s Largest Art Fair, Returns in
October for Its 24th Edition
One hundred galleries, a world-class curator, pre-market buying — Toronto
takes shape to become the next stop on the global art fair circuit.

By The Editors of ARTnews

SIGN UP

By subscribing, I agree to the Terms of Use
and Privacy Policy. // This site is protected
by reCAPTCHA Enterprise and the Google
Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

ADVERTISEMENT

3 Foods That Fight Memory Loss
Eat these 3 foods daily and watch what happens.

Open

Ad

Boston Brain Science

NewswireNewswire

RobbReport

You Can Rent Richard Neutra’s
Landmark Bonnet House in L.A. for
$9,000 a Month

WWD

Willy Chavarria Honored at 2023
American Image Awards

Dirt

Britney Spears’ Infamous Former
L.A. Mansion Sells for $6.1 Million

Sportico

El-Erian Warns Jets and Rodgers
Need Durable ‘Out-Performance’

SPY

The Best Running Water Bottles
According to Marathoners

Art MediaArt Media

About Us

Accessibility

Advertise

PMC Fashion & Luxury

LegalLegal

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

AdChoices

AdChoices

Subscriber SupportSubscriber Support

Subscribe to AiA Magazine

Purchase Back Issues

Contact Us

Connect with UsConnect with Us

Get our latest stories in the feed of your favorite networks

Have a Tip?Have a Tip?

We want to hear from you! Send us a tip using our
anonymous form.

SEND US A TIP

Stay In The KnowStay In The Know

Subscribe to our newsletters below

ARTnews is a part of Penske Media Corporation. © 2023 Art Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP

By Susan Snodgrass

OUR SITES

sponsored content

FOLLOW US

Newsletters Subscribe
to Art in America

FEATURES COLUMNS REVIEWS INTERVIEWS NEW TALENT A.I.A. GUIDE

https://www.artnews.com/
https://www.artnews.com/c/art-in-america/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/aia-reviews/clare-e-rojas-60368/&title=Clare%20E.%20Rojas&sdk=joey&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button&app_id=1381322598707473
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/aia-reviews/clare-e-rojas-60368/&text=Clare%20E.%20Rojas&via=artinamerica
https://www.tumblr.com/widgets/share/tool/preview?shareSource=legacy&canonicalUrl&url=https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/aia-reviews/clare-e-rojas-60368/&posttype=link&title=Clare%20E.%20Rojas
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/aia-reviews/clare-e-rojas-60368/&description=Clare%20E.%20Rojas
https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/aia-reviews/clare-e-rojas-60368/#
https://www.artnews.com/t/clare-e-rojas/
https://www.artnews.com/t/kavi-gupta/
https://www.artnews.com/t/susan-snodgrass/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/sponsored-content/art-toronto-canada-largest-art-fair-october-24edition-1234660385/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/sponsored-content/art-toronto-canada-largest-art-fair-october-24edition-1234660385/
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=INA&cds_page_id=271958&cds_response_key=I3DWWSTE1
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://robbreport.com/shelter/homes-for-sale/rent-richard-neutra-bonnet-house-1234835523/
https://wwd.com/fashion-news/fashion-scoops/willy-chavarria-2023-american-image-awards-1235630398/
https://www.dirt.com/entertainers/musicians/britney-spears-infamous-former-l-a-mansion-sells-for-6-1-million-1203364304/
https://www.sportico.com/personalities/people/2023/aaron-rodgers-jets-trade-caution-mohamed-el-erian-1234720729/
https://spy.com/articles/health-wellness/fitness/running-water-bottles-1202945981/
https://www.artnews.com/about-us/
https://www.artnews.com/accessibility/
https://www.artnews.com/advertise/
https://pmc.com/
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use/
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy/
http://optout.aboutads.info/?c=2&lang=EN
http://optout.aboutads.info/
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=INA&cds_page_id=271214
https://www.artnews.com/back-issues/
https://www.artnews.com/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/artinamerica/
https://twitter.com/ArtinAmerica
https://www.instagram.com/artinamerica/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artnewsmagazine/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1v6H03Qs77_MWR3hGzlL6w
https://artnews.com/tips
https://pmc.com/
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit
https://www.artnews.com/author/susan-snodgrass/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/sponsored-content/art-toronto-canada-largest-art-fair-october-24edition-1234660385/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/sponsored-content/art-toronto-canada-largest-art-fair-october-24edition-1234660385/
https://www.facebook.com/artinamerica/
https://twitter.com/ArtinAmerica
https://www.instagram.com/artinamerica/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artnewsmagazine/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1v6H03Qs77_MWR3hGzlL6w
https://cloud.email.artnews.com/artinamerica-signup/
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=INA&cds_page_id=271958&cds_response_key=I3DWWSTE1
https://www.artnews.com/c/art-in-america/features/
https://www.artnews.com/c/art-in-america/columns/
https://www.artnews.com/c/art-in-america/aia-reviews/
https://www.artnews.com/c/art-in-america/interviews/
https://www.artnews.com/h/new-talent-2022/
https://artguide.pro/

